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CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE IN RELATION TO INDICTMENTS 

of the parties, and in substance- a statement that the defendant at a specified 
time and place has committed some indictable offense therein specified, 
which statement may be in popular language, without any technical aver- 
ments or any allegations of matter not essential to be proved. Such 
statement may be in the words of the enactment describing the offense or 
declaring the matter charged to be an indictable offense or in any words 
sufficient to give the defendant notice of the offense with which he is 
charged. 

2. An indictment or count may refer to any section or sub-section of 
any statute creating the offense charged therein, and in determining the 
sufficiency of such indictment or count the court shall have regard to such 
reference. 

3. Every indictment shall be signed by the district attorney or by the 
attorney general or assistant or deputy attorney general, whichever shall 
present the case to the grand jury. 

Section 2. Section two hundred and seventy-six of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure is hereby repealed. 

Section 3. Subdivision 6 of section two hundred and eighty-four of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure is hereby amended to read as follows: 

6. That the act or omission, charged as the crime is [plainly and con- 
cisely] set forth [;] sufficiently to give the defendant notice of the offense 
with which he is charged; 
Section 4. Section two hundred and ninety-one of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 291. Pleading in indictment for perjury or subornation of 
perjury. [In an indictment for perjury or subornation of perjury, it is 
sufficient to set forth the substance of the controversy or matter in respect 
to which the crime was committed, and in what court, or before whom, the 
oath alleged to be false was taken, and that the court or person before 
whom it was taken had authority to administer it, with proper allegations 
of the falsity of the matter on which the perjury is assigned; but the 
indictment need not set forth the pleadings, record or proceedings with 
which the oath is connected, nor the commission or authority of the court 
or person where or before whom the perjury was committed]. No indict- 
ment or count charging perjury or subornation of perjury shall be deemed 
insufficient on the ground that it does not state the nature of the authority 
of the tribunal before which the oath or affidavit was taken or made, or the 
subject of the controversy, matter or inquiry, or the words used, or the 
evidence fabricated, or on the ground that it does not expressly negative 
the truth of the words used. 
Section 5. This act shall take effect September 1, 1914. 

Edward Swann, Judge, Court of General Sessions, N. Y. City. 

To Amend the Code of Criminal Procedure in Relation to Indictments. — 

The People of the State of New York, Represented in Senate and Assembly, 
Do Enact as follows: 

Section 1. Section three hundred and ninety-one of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure is hereby amended to read as follows : 

Section 278. [Indictment must charge but one. crime and in one form.] 
Charges which may be joined in one indictment. [The indictment must 
charge but one crime and in one form except as in the next section pro- 
vided.] When there are several charges against any person for the same 
act or transaction, or for two or more acts or transactions connected 
together, or for two or more acts or transactions of the same class of crimes 
or offenses, the whole may be joiHed in one indictment in separate counts; 
and if two or more indictments are found in such cases, the court may 
order them to be consolidated. 
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CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE IN RELATION TO DEFENDANT 

Section 2. The heading or title of section two hundred and seventy-nine 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure is hereby amended to read as follows : 

Section 279. [Except where it may be] Where the crime may have been 
committed by different means. 

Section 3. Subdivision three of section three hundred and twenty-three 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure is hereby amended to read as follows : 

3. That [more than one crime is charged in the indictment within the 
meaning of Section 278 or 279] ; there is a joinder of charges or counts 
other than as permitted by Section 278 or Section 279 ; or 
Section 4. This act shall take effect September 1, 1914. 

Edward Swann. 

To Amend the Code of Criminal Procedure in Relation to the Trial of 
Defendants Jointly Indicted. — The People of the State of New York, Repre- 
sented in Senate and Assembly, Do Enact as follows : 

Section 1. Section there hundred and ninety-one of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure is hereby amended to read as follows : 

Section 391. Joint or separate trials of defendants jointly indicted. 
When two or more defendants are jointly indicted [for a felony, any defend- 
ant requiring it, must be tried separately. In other cases, defendants jointly 
indicted] they may be tried separately or jointly, in the discretion of court. 
Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Edward Swann. 

To Amend the Code of Criminal Procedure in Relation to Evidence of 
Other Acts of Defendants.— The People of the State of New York, Repre- 
sented in Senate and Assembly, Do Enact as Follows : 

Section 1. Section three hundred and ninety-one of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 392. Rules of evidence, evidence of certain children how re- 
ceived; evidence of other acts of defendants. 

The rules of evidence in civil cases are applicable also to criminal cases, 
except as otherwise provided in this code. Whenever in any criminal pro- 
ceedings a child actually or apparently under the age of twelve years offered 
as a witness does not in the opinion of the court or magistrate, understand 
the nature of an oath, the evidence of such child may be received though 
not given under oath if, in the opinion of the court or magistrate, such 
child is posesssed of sufficient intelligence to justify the reception of the 
evidence. But no person shall be held or convicted of an offense upon 
such testimony unsupported by other evidence. 

In any criminal case where the act with which the defendant is charged 
is one of a series of acts committed in pursuance of a general scheme, plan 
or system, any like acts of the defendant which were committed in pursuance 
of such general scheme, plan or system, may be proved, whether they are 
contemporaneous with or prior or subsequent thereto. 
Section 2. This act shall take effect September 1, 1914. 

Edward Swann. 

To Amend the Code of Criminal Procedure in Relation to the Defendant 
as a Witness. — The People of the State of New York, Represented in Senate 
and Assembly, Do Enact as Follows : 

Section 1. Section three hundred and ninety-three of the Code of Crim- 
inal Procedure is hereby amended to read as follows : 
Section 393. Defendant as witness. 
The defendant in all cases may testify as a witness in his own behalf 
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